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BOOK REVIEW

LawreNcCE E. STEVENS AND VICKY J. MERETSKY (eds). 2008. Aridland Springs in North America: Ecology and
Conservation. (Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum Studies in Natural History). (ISBN 978-0816526451,
hbk.). University of Arizona Press, 355 S. Euclid Ave., Suite 103, Tucson, Arizona 85719, U.S.A. (Orders:
www.uapress.arizona.edu, orders@uapress.arizona.edu, 1-800-426-3797). $75.00, 432 pp., 6" x 9".

This volume grew out of two symposia, one at the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum in 2000 and the other at the Ecological Society of
America meetings in 2002. The book represents concerns and issues developed from the symposia and others that grew from the panel
discussions that followed.

The book begins with a series of chapters that address the issues of springs ecosystems, underground hydrology, a springs
classification system, and insights on paleontology and paleoecology of springs. This is followed by a series of case studies ot springs
ecosystems and vegetation covering springs in Arizona, Coahuila, Mexico, and palm oases in the lower deserts ot the Southwest. Eco-
logical processes operating at springs are also discussed, looking at springs on the southern Colorado Plateau, Zion and Grand Canyon
National Parks, and at terrestrial productivity of springs in comparison with adjacent uplands. Human activity and springs biodiversity
are next explored, focusing on springs in northern Sonora and in southern Arizona. Discussions on groundwater pumping and fire follow
this section as they are the most immediate and important threats of springs ecosystem integrity. This is followed by legal options tor
springs conservation; springs often fall into a legal crack as they are considered neither groundwater nor surface water. The concluding
essay in the volume explores the critical issues of a need for improved inventory, management assessment, basic and applied research,

conservation, and restoration of springs as well as the challenge of engaging the public in improving the care and restoration of springs

ecosystems.
This book will appeal to a wide audience including the interested public and researchers at all levels. Recommended for general

library audiences and research level collections.
Lawrence E. Stevens is curator of ecology and conservation at the Museum of Northern Arizona and the senior science advisor

for the Grand Canyon Wildlands Council, Inc., in Flagstaff. Vicky J. Meretsky is an associate professor of conservation biology at the
School of Public and Environmental Affairs at Indiana University, Bloomington.—Gary L. Jennings, Librarian, Botanical Research Institute

of Texas, Fort Worth, Texas 76102-4025, U.S.A.
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